TABLE OF POETS IN PART I
L citlio d alcamo, 1172-8.
Ciullo is a popular form of the name Vincenzo, and Alcamo an
Arab fortress some miles from Palermo. The Dialogue which is
the only known production of this poet holds here the place
generally accorded to it as the earliest Italian poem (exclusive
of one or two dubious inscriptions) which has been preserved to
our day. Arguments have sometimes been brought to prove
that it must be assigned to a later date than the poem by Folca-
chiero, which follows it in this volume ; thus ascribing the first
honours of Italian poetry to Tuscany, and not to Sicily, as is
commonly supposed. Trucchi, however (in the preface to his
valuable "collection), states his belief that the two poems are
about contemporaneous, fixing the date of that by Ciullo between
1172 and 1178—chiefly from the fact that the fame of Saladin,
to whom this poet alludes, was most in men's mouths during
that interval At first sight, any casual reader of the original
would suppose that this poem must be unquestionably the
earliest of ail, as its language is far the most unformed and
difficult; but much of this might, of course, be dependent on
the inferior dialect of Sicily, mixed however in this instance (as
far as I can judge) with mere nondescript patois.
II. folcachisbo de' FoLCACHiERr, knight of siena, 1177.
The above date has been assigned with probability to Foka-
chiero's Canzone, on account of its first line, where the whole
world is said to be ' living without war'; an assertion which
seems to refer its production to the period of the celebrated peace
concluded at Venice between Frederick Barbarossa and Pope
Alexander III.
HI. LODOVICO BELLA VEBNACCIA, 1200.
IV. saint fbancis of assisi ; born, 1182; died, 1226.
His baptismal name was Giovanni, and his father was Ber-
nardone Moriconi, whose mercantile pursuits he shared till the
age^ of twenty-five ; after which his life underwent the extra-
ordinary change which resulted in his canonization, by Gregory IX,
three years after his death, and in the formation of the Beligious
Order called Franciscans.

